BISMARCK

marked in the Emperor Frederick HI, but it is certain
that in 1866 the King felt it harder to renounce his claims
upon Anspach and Baireuth than to give up Austria and
Silesia, German Bohemia, and parts of Saxony, I gauged
the proposed acquisitions from Austria and Bavaria by
the question, whether the inhabitants, in case of future
war, would remain faithful to the King of Prussia in the
event of the withdrawal of the Prussian officials and troops,
and continue to accept commands from him; and I had not
the impression that the population of these districts, which
had become habituated to Bavarian and Austrian conditions,
would be disposed to meet Hohenzollem predilections.

The old original seat of the Brandenburg Margraves
to the south and east of Nuremberg, if formed, let us
say, into a Prussian province with Nuremberg as its
capital, would scarcely be a part of the country which
Prussia in case of war could denude of troops and leave
under the protection of its devotion to the ruling house,
During the short period of the Prussian occupation dynas-
tic feeling had taken no very deep root in the province
despite the skilful administration of Hardenberg, and had
since then been completely forgotten during the subse-
quent Bavarian period, except where it was kept in remem-
brance by religious agencies; this occurred but seldom,
and never lasted long* Even if occasionally the feelings
of the Bavarian Protestants were offended, their sensibility
on the point had never expressed itself in the shape of a
recollection of Prussia. Moreover, after such an excision,
the Bavarian stock, from the Alps to the Upper Palatinate,
in the exasperation caused by such a mutilation of the
kingdom, would always have to be regarded as an element
difficult to appease and dangerous to future unity in pro-

44